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was summoned in all haste, at which the pre-contract of the lady
with Francis of Lorraine was objected by Henry's ministers as a
legal impediment to her union with the king.

Anne, who had advanced as far as Dartford ^with a heavy heart
no doubt), was delayed in her progress, wbile her brother's am-
bassadors, by whom she had been attended to England, were
summoned to produce documentary evidence that the contract
was dissolved. They declared that the engagement between the
lady Anne of Cleves and the marquess of Lorraine had been
merely a conditional agreement between the parents of the parties
\vhen both in their -minority; and that in the year 1535 it had
been formally annulled. Cranmer and the bishop of Durham
were of opinion that no just impediment to the marriage existed.
Cromwell also represented to the king the impolicy of embroiling
himself with the Protestant princes of Germany in such forcible
terms, that Henry passionately exclaimed, *{ Is there, then, no
remedy but that I must needs put my neck into the yoke?'*
Having in these gracious words signified his intention of pro-
ceeding to the solemnization of his nuptials, he ordered the most
splendid preparations to be made for his marriage.

The public reception of Anne of Cleves by Henry took place on
the 3rd of January, on Blackheath, where was pitched a rich tent
of cloth of gold, and divers other tents and pavilions, in which
were made fires, with perfumes for her and her ladies. Prom the
tents to the park gate at Greenwich all the furze and bushes were
cut down, and an ample space cleared for the view of all specta-
tors. She came down from Shooter's hill towards the tents; and
was met by the earl of Rutland, her lord chamberlain, and her
other ofiicers of state. Then Dr. Kaye, her almoner, presented
to her, on the king's behalf, all the officers and servants of her
household, and addressed her in an eloquent Latin oration, of which
the unlearned princess understood not a word; but it was answered
with all due solemnity in her name by her brother's secretary, who
acted as her interpreter. " Then the king's nieces, the lady Margaret
Douglas, daughter to the queen of Scots, and the marchioness of
Dorset, daughter to the queen of Prance, with the duchess of
Richmond, and other ladies, to the number of sixty-five, saluted
and welcomed her grace. Anne alighted from the chariot in which
she had performed her long journey, and with most goodly
manner and loving countenance returned thanks, and kissed them
all; her officers and councillors kissed her hand, after which she,
with all the ladies, entered the tents and warmgd themselves.

The circumstance of Anne being marked with tie small-pox
explains the mystery why Holbein's portrait pleased the king